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An Anſwer to the Jewiſh Rabbi's 
Two Letters againſt CHRIS T's 
Neſurrection, and His raiſing La- 
zarus from the Dead; in a Letter 
to Mr. Woolſton ; With ſome Ob- 
ſervations alſo on Mr. Woolſton's 
own Reflections on our SAVIOUR «s 
Conduct. 


HE Vanity which your Nabbi 
ſhous, and the Weakneſs your- 
ſelf ſeem to betray, in Preten- 
ding to be overcome, by the 
Strength of his Reaſoning a- 
gainſt the Miracles of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection, and that of his raiſing of Lazarus - 
from the Dead: Are ſo provoking, that 1 
could not 75rbear, (without any Thought of 
Publiſhing at firſt, what I ſhould write) to 
try, by this ſhort Anſwer, what occurred to 
me, at Reading theſe Letters, againſt the Ar- 
guments he advanced. HF 
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I ſhall then proceed, without noticing 
what your Rabbi ſays in his tedious Introdu- 
ction, and pretends he could ſay, but is plea- 
ſed to reſerve to a fitter Opportunity. To 
the firſt Argument he advances, in your fixth 
Diſcourſe, the 1275 Page, where, after tel- 
ling us, That to prevent Frauds, the Chief 
Prieſts had ſealed the Stone of the Sepulchre 
where Jeſus was laid; but, that notwith- 
ſtanding this their Precaution, ſays he, Je- 
ſus's Body was privately ſlipt off early in the 
Morning of the Day before, and a Reſurrecti- 
on pretended. 

Before I go further in Examining his Ar- 

ents, I find it proper to ſettle a Doubt he 
2 in, concerning the Number of the 
Guards which, we find by the Evangeliſts, 
were ſet to watch at the Sepulchre. He 
thinks the Number of Sixty, as ſuppoſed by 
Dr. Whitby, to be too many; and certainly 
no Perſon can think Three or Four ( as he 
will have them to have been) to be ſuffici- 
ent againſt a Violence which they ſuppoſed 
would be committed by rhe Diſciples, to get 
the Body carried off. 

For to get ſuch a Fraud executed, it may 
be reckon'd, no leſs than Forty or Fifty Men 
would be neceſſary, for Beating off the Guards, 
and for aſſiſting one another in carrying the 
Body away, after it ſhould be out of | the 

Place. 


SY 

Place. Hence it may be ſuppoſed the Guards 
to be placed to — this, could not be 
fewer than ſucha Number as the High-Prieſts 
would judge neceſſary, to prevent the Fraud 
ſuſpected. The leaſt then that can be ima- 
gined to be Needful, I ſhall allow the Guards 
to be what we call a Party of Soldiers, which 
is ordinarily a Doxen, with an Officer to com- 
mand them. 

Now to the Execution of this Deſign in 
the Diſciples, let us conſider the Difficulties 
they muſt needs find to be ſurmounted, in 
putting it in Practice. They know there is 
a Guard of Twelve Soldiers at the Place, tis 
impoſſible they could expect to find them all 
aſleep, as is ſuppoſed; it only remains then 
for them to think of overcoming them by a 
ſuperior Force which they muſt ſee neceſſa- 
ry, and ſo to Carry the Number I have ſup- 
poſed above, becauſe they mult alſo ſee and 
propoſe to themſelves a Neceſſity of Killing 
all the Guards every Man; for, ſuffering of 
one to eſcape, would diſcover the Whole, 
and ſo Expoſe all that ſhould ever be found 
to have been of Jeſuss Followers, to una- 
voidable Death, as preſumptuouſly acceſſary 
to this bold Murder. | 

Bur to leave this impracticable Suppoſiti- 
on, all which they would never have any 
Hopes of accompliſhing, I ſhall now * 
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that which is alledged, tho' next to an Im- 
poſſibility alſo, that is, That when they went, 
to their Admiration, they did find the whole 
Number of Guards to be aſleep. They could 
not chooſe at firſt but to believe that this 
was but a diſſembled Sleep, of purpoſe to 
draw them into the Execution of their Enter- 
prize, and then to catch them in the Fact: But 
if venturing upon this, the Diſciples ſhould ſer 
about rolling away of the Stone, muſt not the 
Noiſe of the Labour, and their ſpeaking and 
directing one another what to do, and how 
to aſſiſt in drawing forth the Body, and hea- 
ving it up upon their Backs or Shoulders; 
muſt not all this, I fay, be even impoſſible 
to be done without awaking one or other of 
ſo many Soldiers fo cloſs at the Place? All 
theſe Objections, calmly conſidered, cannot 
but convince every one, but this obſtinate 
Author, who, whether convinc'd or not, will 
not own it, that this could not be the Man- 
ner of the removing of Jeſus his Body from 
the Sepulchre. 1 
It being the moſt ridiculous of all Evaſi- 
ons, to ſay, that by theſe very Means againſt 
which all their Care and Precautions were 
chiefly employed, (that is, that the Body 
ſhould not be ſtole away) yet, that the Body 
was privately ſlipt off, as he expreſſes it; For, 
beſides, that this briags the Fault of this E- 
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ſcape confeſſedhy Home updh themſelves ; it 
is alſo a ſtrong Preſumption, or rather a 
Proof, that the breaking of the Seals, and 
the Eſcape, was by Means from within; and 
done by Jeſus himſelf, by a real Reſurrecti- 
ON. | 
That it was done the Day before, is a bold 
Aſſertion againſt the plaineſt Truth; for, 
Sunday muſt needs be the Third Day after 
the Two preceeding, vis. Friday and Satur- 
day. That it was early, is not diſputed, but 
rather the moſt rational and moſt juſtifiable 
Way, as is hereafter made appear: But I muſt. 
obſerve alſo this unaccountable Expreſſion of 
flipping off, a Saying more properly appli- 
cable to a Purſe of Money, or a Watch from 
a Lady's Side, than to a Weight ſo heavy and. 
unweildy as the Body of a Perſon deceaſed ; 
the Difficulty of which is ſo fully explained 
above, as needs no further Enlargement. 
But to return, What was Jeſus himſelf 
(ho at the Time of this Sealing, lay dead 
in the Sepulchre) concerned in the Sealing? 
Or how was there any Breach of Fruſt or 
Honeſty ? If the Breach was on his Side, and 
done by him from within, the Sealing ( as is 
confeſs d) being uſed, not againſt Violence, 
but Fraud; for there was, in this Manner of 
his Eſcape, neither Fraud nor Breach. He 
had faid he would riſe again, byt faid nor 
Mat 
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it mould be in their Sight, and therefore not 
bound to wait their Preſence, as the Rabbi 
frequently, tho without any Ground, pre- 
tended he ought to have done; tho, if they 
had been as Wacchful as they ſeem'd to be 
Deſirous, they might have been preſent and 
ſeen it without his Leave: So that all theſe 
Precautions being only againſt Fraud and 
Violence from without, they all ſtood Good 
and unviolated that Way. | 

In the next Paragraph our Rabbi makes a 
Queſtion, On what Day, and what Time of 
the Day, did the Chief-Priefts, Sealers of the 
Stone, eupect Jeſus's Reſurrection? And what 
was the Extent of the Time meant by Jeſus, 
when be ſaid, That after Three Days, or on 
the Third Day after his Paſſion, he ſhould 
riſe again? 

I anſwer, without being concern'd to mind 
what the Sealers expected, That on the third 
Day, Jeſus was, by his Promiſe, bound to 
Riſe; and that by the Extent of the Time, 
it was in his Option to riſe either the firſt 
Hour or Minute of that Third Day, (as is 

robable he did) or at any other Hour or 
Minute, till the laſt End of the Evening of it. 

And whatever Strength your Rabbi may 
think is in his Suppoſition, That a Malefa- 
tor executed in this Age, on a Friday, who 
ſhoyld fo predict his Reſurrection, (that is, 
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Fo. 
bf the Third Day) I ſay the Day of ſuch 
Perſons Reſurrection would or muſt be ſome 
Time on the Sunday; Friday, Saturday and 
Sunddy being "Three: Days, or Parts of Three 
Days; ſufficient to make good the Promiſe of 
Riſing affix d to the Word Third: And 
that, Encroaching one Hour or Minute on 
the Monday, would be fo far an Infringetnent 
of the Prediction, as being on the Beginning 
of a Fourth Day "atk 364) 5 

This, I chink; obviates alſo fully what our 
Ralbi ſays in his next Paragraph, as to what 
he calls Knacks of our Divines ; and nothing 
but a bare-fac'd Impudence in this Author 
could encourage him to alledge an Infringe- 
ment of the Seals vas made; againſt the Laws 
of Honour and Honeſty, ſeeing the Infringe- 
ment was made from within, and by Teſs 
himſelf, who neither knew of, nor was con- 
cern'd in their Sealings; And from without, 
there was no Violence, nor any Deed done, 
nor offered to break them, as queſtionleſs the 
Soldiers told the Chief Prieſts, when they ran 
to tell them of Jeſuss Riſing ; and for the 
Concealing of which they gave them Money, 
as well as to turn it upon the Diſciples ſteal- 
ing his Body away when they were aſleep. . 
He returns again to the Subject of the Seal- 
ing, at the Bottom of Page 15. and there, 
will needs * to be mn. 
ut 
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but - T'aſk with whom this Covenant ſhould 
be? Jeſus himſelf was the only Party concer- 
ned, and his Diſciples had certainly no Right 
to enter into any ſuch Covenant that could 
bind him: And, as he owns it was not 
aſked them, it is alſo more probable. they 
would have declined it, as being rather pre- 
ſumptuouſly deſirous to keep themſelves un- 
concerned in theſe their Enquiries; and alſo, 
no doubr, had ſo much Faith in what their 
Maſter had faid, as to wait the Iſſue of his 
Riſing, upon which all their Hopes depended. 
Bur I ſhall for once gratifie your Rabbi's 
Humour ſo far, as to ſuppoſe the Apoſtles did 
enter into ſuch a Covenant, tho' I muſt own I 
am, in this, ſuppoſing a Thing which is utter- 
ly impoſſible; For the Conditions inſiſted up- 
on by our Rabbi, are, That if Feſus ariſe from 
the Dead in preſence of our Chief Prieſts, upon 
their epening the Seals of the Sepulchre, at the 
Time appointed, then was he to be acknowledged 
to be the Maſſias, but if he continued in a cor- 
rupt and putrified State of Mortality, then was 
he to be granted to be an Impeſter. 11 
But how abſurd is it for two Parties to co- 
-venant concerning the Behaviour of the third 
Party, in a Matter which this third Party 
neither knew of, being dead at the Time, nor 
was bound to regard when alive ; Neither had 
the Apoſtles Power to enter into ſuch a Cove- 
= | nant 


1 
nant concerning their Maſter, it being alto- 
gether beyond and without the Terms of this 
promiſed Reſurrection. And ſeeing Jeſiis did 
according to his Promiſe Riſe the third Day, 
Whoſe Fault is it, that theſe Chief Prieſts ei- 
ther ſit their Time, or miſreckon'd in their 
Calculation? So here the Covenant, as ſuppo- 
ſed, is fruſtrated, not on the Side of the Apo- 
ſtles, who had not Power to prevent Fe/us's 
breaking it; becauſe, ſo ſoon as he roſe, it was 
too late to do it, ſo that this Fruſtration is 
ny by the Prieſts ſupine Neglect or Over- 
ſight. 

ye this their Neglect is the more Cenſu- 
rable, in ſo far as it is moſt Rational to expect, 
that Feſuus, or any other Perſon, as he hath ſup- 
poſed, under the Power of Death, and like- 
wiſe under the Power of being delivered from 
it on the third Day after, and under a Promiſe 
to Riſe on that third Day, chat they would not 
lie under ſuch Confinement any longer than 
the Time of their Releaſement was come, bur, 
according to their Power, throw off their 
Chains of Death and Bondage, even the firſt 
Minute of their lawful Delivery, rather than 
continue that one Minute longer unneceſſari- 
ly under them. 1 
Our Rabbi is pleaſed, in Page 14. by way 
of Conceſſion, to ſuppoſe that Sunday was the 
Third Day, which he has, ever before, con- 
B 2 trary 
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trary to common Reaſon, controverted; and, 


that on that Day the Sealers expected ſeſus's 


Reſiurrectiom: But then ſtarts a new Objecti- 
on, At what Time of that Day were they to 
rome to the Sepulchre ? And fays, Not long be- 

fore Noon. 
Bur, Why ſhould he ſuppoſe, not long be- 
fore Noon? This is Reſiling, in part, from 
what he has already conceded in his Suppoſi- 
tion: For if he has yielded Sunday to be the 
Third Day, Why would he cut off ſo large a 
Part, as all the Morning, from 1t? For no 
Reaſon, but to make Way, it ſeems, to let 
their Chief Prieſts have their full Swing of 
Sleep all that Morning. I ſhall aſk him, If 
any of theſe Chief Prieſts themſelves ſhould 
be ſuppoſed to be lying Chain'd down under 
a heavy Preſſure of Weight upon them for 
ſome Time, and the Time of their Releaſe- 
ment from their Suffering was appointed to 
be on the Third Day after, Would nor they 
plead, fo ſoon as the Morning of that Third 
Day appear'd, that their Time of ſuffering 
was over; and that they ought immediately, 
even the firſt Hour or Minute of that Mor- 
ning, to be relievd? I think, that even our 
Rabbi himſelf would grant, that fo ſoon as 
that Morning was come, they might juſtly 
claim the Benefit of their Delivery. Yer he 
can call out, O moſt monſtrous ! becauſe Feſus 
took 
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took this Benefit, and did not lie under the 
State of Death, till their Chief Prieſts could 
get out of Bed, tho he neither knew of, nor 
was bound to expect or attend their Coming. 
All which is ſo fully explain'd, and diſtinctly 
refuted above, as can need no further anſwering. 

After this, he compliments his Predeceſſors 
upon this their cautious Sealing of the Stone; 
but I can tell him, a better Way had been, ſee- 
ing they ſo much fear'd the ſtealing away of 
his Body, to have made Search for, and ſecu- 
red as many of the Diſciples as they could ; and 
this very Search, even tho” it ſhould not ſuc- 
ceed in getting any of them e HE) yet 
would put them upon ſuch a Guard, and ſuch 
Meaſures for their own Concealment, as muſt 
at leaſt diſappoint and diſcourage them in any 
Attempts they might have had for getting off 
the Body, as is pretended. 

His Compariſon, a little after, between Fe/es 
and aTreaſure,tho' he calls them parallel Caſes, 
is ſo far from being ſuch, as if one ſhould aſ- 
ſert, that a Dead Stone is equal in every Re- 
ſpect to a Live Man; for Jeſus had a Power 
to Tranſport himſelf, and remove from the 
Sepulchre, without any Aſſiſtance from with-- 
out, as he did: But the dead Treaſure muſt e- 
ver lie as it was laid, till mov'd by a Force 
from without. 

And tho' the Caſes are proved to be ſo far 
from being equal and parallel, and tho' the 
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Treaſure is found to be lying till as firſt laid, 
and that Jeſus was found, by his real Power, to 
have riſen in ſight of his Guards, who ran a- 
way affrighted, yet he is not aſhamed to call 
this a demonſtrative Argument of a manifeſt 
and bare-fac'd Cheat in Jeſus's Reſurrection ; 
Than which nothing can be more diſingeni- 
ous, impudent and abſurd, yet he ſeems ſo fond 
of it, as to think what Chriſtians could ſay to 
it; and pretends at laſt, to fancy they cannst 
make any other or better Anſwer, than one or o- 
ther of the Anſwers he there makes in their Be- 
half, of which he ſubjoins Three, ſuch as 
they are. 

I always laugh upon all ſuch Occaſions, as 
when I fee any Diſputant make Arguments 
for his Antagoniſt, he being ever ſure to frame 
ſuch his Argument to the Anſwer he has as 
ready to reply to it; and this Method our 
Rabbi takes in the Arguments he puts in his 
Enemies Mouth againſt himſelf ; but I ſup- 
poſe he would find more Difficulty fo refute 
or weaken the Strength of the Arguments and 
Anſwers I have here advanc'd, againſt either 
his Sealings or ſuppoſed Covenants, Parallels 
and other Evaſions and Subterfuges he is forc'd 
to fly to in his Attack upon this real Miracle 
of our Saviour's Reſurrection. 

He falls next upon another Parallel, be- 
tween Jeſus and Doctor Rymes ; but really he 
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ſays ſo little to purpoſe upon it, that I can fee 
nothing to lay hold on; nevertheleſs, leſt a 
worſe Senſe ſhould be putupon this my Con- 
tempt, I ſhall examine it a little. 

Tis univerſally known, and I doubt not but 
to this Author himſelf, that Dr. Aymes him- 
{elf did not pretend to predict any thing of his 
being to riſe again. He was near five Months 
dead, before that Maggot of raifing him took 
theſe idle Impoſters ; neither was their vain Di- 
ſtractions ever noticed by any above the Rank 
of the Mob. But to ſee the End of our Rabd!'s 
Argument, I ſhall ſuppoſe him allowed a 
Night-watch, tho' they were never ſo much 
noticed. But if the Doctor's Fraternity ( ſays 
he) having a mind to bambouzle the People 
and Prieſthood, had ſome of them drawn the 
Watch afide to a Gin-ſhop, whilſt others car- 
ried off the Body, pretending a Reſurrection, 
What would all reaſonable Men have ſaid here. 

I confeſs; when I read this, I became diſſa- 
risfied with my ſelf, for endeavouring to an- 
{wer ſuch Idle Imaginations, or rather, ſuch 
Rapſodies of Madneſs as theſe Diſcourſes are 
filled with. But to go through with them, Why 
does not our Rabbi likewile draw aſide fome 
Hundreds of Spectators gathered about the 
Place, to ſee the Doctor raiſed, and had taken 
Places; to which Purpoſe Scoffoldings were 
erected, as was reported: Such Perſons would 
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not be ſo caſily dran away, to ſee a Watch- 
man or Two rink a Dram of Gin: Beſides, 
that all theſe Fields were crowded with Peo- 
ple all that Day, till ſeeing none of the Pro- 
phers appear, whoſe Faith it ſeems had failed 


them, the Night put an End to this Farce. 


At the End of this Parallel, he ſuppoſes the 
Doctor's Friends to fav, That at 100 he va- 
Wiſh 4 away, and Was taken up ts Heaven, and 
they ' ſaw him no more. 

15 think, by this Exit he gives the Doctor, 
our Rabbi means indirectly do attack or mock 
vur Saviour's Aſcenſion; fare as that was done 
at:Noon-Day, in the Face of the Sun, and 
before Five hundred Witneſſes, he even dares 
Hay nothing to it, but contents himſelf, for 
want of Argument, with this no- ways equal 
Parallel, of which he cannot alledge any Part 
of it was ever done, ſo far as concerns the 
Doctor's either Ring or Aſcenſion. 

I ſhall next examine the Behaviour of the 
High Prieſts, after the Soldiers, through Fear, 
tan to them and inform'd them, that the Se- 
eee was forced open from within, and no 

iolence offered from without, and that Fe- 
Fas was gone. They preſently charg'd them 
to give out, that as they were aſleep (no very 
likely Thing) his Diſciples came and ſtole a- 
way the Body. 

But, if they were all aſleep, how came they 
to know that his Diſciples ſtole the Body a- 

way ? 
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way? It ſtill remains alike to be imagined, 
that Jeſus had riſen, as well as was ſtolen a- 
way, they knowing as little of the one Way 
as the other, if faſt aſleepat the Time. 

And as to what he ſays, Page 21. That our 
Evangeliſis did hint, that the Chief Prieſts 
gave Money to the Soldiers, to ſay they were a- 
fleep when the Diſciples flole the Body of Jeſus 
away, as if they were brib'd to a falſe Teſti- 
mony. | 
Ti not to be doubted they were ſo, and it 
was even neceſſary to give them Money, to 
make them the more hearty and ſtedfaſt, to 
ſay as they were directed: Which Charge, 
your Rabbi is pleaſed, in their Defence, to 
ſay, there neither was nor could be ſuch a thing: 
Tf there had been ſuch a Thing, ſays he, t9 
their Aſtoniſbment and Amazement, as is re- 
preſented in your Goſpels, no Money could ſo 
fbcon have corrupted them to a falje Witneſ\, 
being under ſuch Fears of God and of Jeſus. 

And yet he ſtands not, a little after, to ſup- 
poſe, that the ſame Soldiers may have been 
brib'd by the Apoſtles, to let them ſteal off the 
Body when they ſhould pretend to be aſleep. Is 
not this Way of taking Money equally trea- 
cherous as the other, and may be ſuppoſed, as 
Touching upon their Conſciences, 

But ler them conſider how neglectful Sol- 
diers for the moſt Part are, and how void of 
the Fear of God, and unconcern'd in mat- 

C ters 
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ters of Conſcience and Religion, and then he 
may even find as little Room for his Charity 
to them, as I have in thinking, that the Chief 
Prieſts, or Chief Miniſters of any State or 
Government, may have ſuch Influence over 
the Common Soldiery, as by many and many 
fair Promiſes, to induce them, even to give 
Evidences quite contrary to Truth, or to any 
ſuch Matters of Fact as they had ſeen. And I 
beg our Rabbi to think what Courſe ſuch Sol- 
diers could take, if they declin'd, on pretence 
of Conſcience, to obey their Superiors in ſuch 
a Propoſal ? They could ſee no Help but to 
be punifh'd under ſome other Pretence, or ra- 
ther diſpatch'd out of the Way, for fear of tel- 
ling of what they could do. 

Let us again conſider our Rabbi's Diſinge- 
nuity, in ſuppoſing, That the Diſciples, who 
were educated by Jes to a Life of Piety, and 


in all the Precepts of Virtue and Morality, as 


he confeſſes our Saviour's Doctrines were, 
that ſuch Men could ( contrary to their rea- 
ſonably grounded Expectation of their Ma- 
ſter's Riſing, with which undoubtedly they 
were poſſeſſed, with a fix d Faith) take fuch 
a miſtaken Courſe, as to riſque their Expecta- 
tion, and fo foolithly traverſe all, by ſo faith- 
leſs and imprudent a Step, as to think of ſteal- 
ing away his Body, before the Time of his 
promiſed Riſing was expired. 


Let 
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Let us imagine what a Scheme they could 
ropoſe to themſelves after they had gor his 
Body ſtolen, what Uſe they could make of 
this Stealth, after ſucceeding, as we ſhall ſup- 
poſe, in ir. . 
Our Saviour had himſelf, before his Suffe- 
ring, forwarn'd them, that they were to ex- 
pect nothing but Afflictions, Perſecutions, Im- 
priſonments, Stripes, and all Manner of Suf- 
ferings in this World, and even Death itſelf, 
for his Sake. And, as it happen'd to them, 
they could foreſee nothing elſe; So that it is 
more than probable, had they not been com- 
forted by their Maſter's real Reſurrection, and 
frequently appearing and converſing with 
them after it, and further eſtabliſhing and 
confirming them in their Faith in him, and 
at laſt, promiſing to ſend them the Holy 
Ghoſt, another Comforter, when he ſhould 
leave them, as he accordingly did. And af- 
ter all, by the laſt and great Confirmation ot 
all he had ſaid and done among them, by a- 
ſcending viſibly from amonſt them into Hea- 
ven, at full Day-Light, and before Five hun- 
dred Witneſſes, more, preſent: I ſay, if they 
had not had the Satisfaction of all theſe great 
Supports, for ſtrengthening them in their 
Faith in him, tis even more than probable, 
they would have diſponded upon ſo great a 
Diſappointment as his not riing again, ac- 
cording ro his Promiſe, would have been; 
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and doubtleſs, would have given up and ne- 
glected all his Doctrines and Inſtructions to 
them, and even return'd to their old Courſe 
and Livelihood, of fiſhing, for the Support 
of their Lives and Families, which would in- 
deed have been the beſt they could take them- 
ſelves to, 

Our Rabbi's next Subterfuge is, by turning 
the Tables upon us, and 3 That the 
Soldiers being ſubject to Corruption, might be 
tempted by Money from the Diſciples; , but 
(the moſt candid and honeſt-like Thought in 
all his Letter) zf they had any Money to tempt 
them with. This ſhews how ſick he was him- 
ſelf of this Evaſion, ſo he preſently turns to 
another, viz. That their Officers, by the Dire- 
tion of Pilate, might give them a Hint, to wink 
at the Commiſſion of the Fraud. A Charge ſo 
diſhonourable againſt Pilate and his Officers, 
and ſo contrary to Policy or Prudence, for him 
to venture to give, if he had any Inclination, 
of which there was never any Appearance, 
that it deſerves no Anſwer, but to be laugh'd 
at, beſides what is more fully ſaid before. 

But further, let any Perſon that conſiders 
this Caſe, judge which was the moſt ſafe and 
eligible by the Soldiers; whether to be brib'd 
by the Diſciples, to the Hazard of their Lives; 
or rather, to expect a better Reward from the 
Rulers, to tell the Truth, of the Sepulchre's 
being forc'd open from within, and e/#s's 


being gone, No 
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No Perſon, I think, but muſt prefer the 
Way the Soldiers did take was both the ſafeſt 
and moſt politick for their own Intereſt. 
Our Rabbi is pleaſed to ſay next, in Page 
23. That it has been a conſtant Objection of us 
Jews againſt the Reſurrection of Jeſus, that he 
appear d not perſonally afterward, to our Chief 
Prieſts, and to Pilate, and to others his Cruci- 
fiers and Inſulters, to upbraid them With their 
| Infidelity and ill Treatment of him, as he 
thinks Jeſus would have done, if he really a- 
roſe from the Dead. But, ſays he, in all my 
Reading and Converſation with Men and Books, 
J never met with a tolerable Anſwer to it. 
Be pleaſed then, Good Sir, to ſend your 
Rabbi ſuch an Anſwer as I think both tolera- 
ble, and alſo proper to it, which is of the 
Nature of that Aniwer I give afterwards to 
your ſelf, in your Objections, My Jeſus did 
nut raiſe John the Baptiſt, or ſome other Per- 
ſon of Conſideration and Note amonſt the Jews, 
vis. That it was not then JFeſus's Buſineſs, fo 
avowedly and openly, to manifect himſelf to 
the Jes, as to bring them entirely over to 
the diſcerning and owning him undoubtedly 
for the Metab; he did ſo much by his Do- 
ctrine and Miracles, as might reaſonably have 
done it; but, by the Divine Decree, and for 
the Puniſhment of their long and repeated 
Provocations of God, they were harden'd in 
9 e their 
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their Hearts, they had Eyes, and ſaw not, Ears, 
but heard not, neither underſtood what be- 
longed to their Salvation; And, after ſuch 
reaſonable Manifeſtations of himſelf as they 
knew and heard he had made and done by 
his Miracles, he was not to proceed to ſuch 
farther abſolute and ultimate Manifeſtation 
of himſelf, as your Rabbi and your ſelf here- 
after inſiſt for; becauſe, the Divine Decree, 
and great Purpoſes of God, were not by this 
Means to be obſtructed. 

Now, tho' I have here, I am bold to ſay, 
anſwered all that your Rabbi advances againſt 
Jeſus's Reſurrection, without tracing him ſo 
cloſely in all his extravagant Sallies, yet I find 
he alſo talks ſo impudently, and with ſo much 
Aſſurance, of that other great Miracle, of 
raiſing Lazarus from the Dead, that he in- 
deed ſpeaks every Where of it as a happy 
Diſcovery, and Fraud happily detected, and 
the like. I ſhall have a ſhort Hit at him on 
that Head alſo. 

The main Strength of his Argument a- 
gainſt that Miracle, in Page 49: of his fifth 
Diſcourſe, is, That ſome of the Jews preſent 
at it, (he adds, did not believe, tho' the Evan- 
geliſt has no ſuch Expreſſion ) wen? their ways 
to the Phariſees, and told them what Things 
Jeſus had done; but then will needs explain 
theſe Words, tho' abundantly diſtinct and clear, 
that is, ſays he, old them after what Manner 
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the Intrigue was managed, and complained of 
the Fraud. 

Now, could any but a Man of the moſt 
harden'd Impudence, advance ſuch a Senſe of 
theſe Peoples Words, viz. telling what Things 
Jeſus had done? I aſk him, What is in this 
Expreſſion, to make way for either the Word 
Intrigue or Fraud? And yet upon this his 
own forc'd Explanation, he founds all that he 
offers againſt this Miracle, and ever after, 
calls it a Fraud detected and clearly diſcove- 
red. 

But alas! Two Lines under, he unhappily 
betrays what he has founded his All upon, in 
ſaying, For want of ancient Memorials (which 
probably never were) Wwe only can gueſs at it, 
that is, the Nature of theſe Peoples Report 
to the Phariſees, which he calls a Fraud : 
This, I am ſure, brings, by his own Words, 
all this his wreſted Explanation to no more 
but a Gueſs. 

Now, that ſome of thoſe People ſo tumul- 
tuouſly gathered together, went and told what 
Things Jeſus had done, or all that they had 
ſeen, it is no Wonder, they could not all 
vouch farther or aſſuredly for the Truth of 
the Miracle; for on all ſuch Concourſes of 
People, it cannot be expected, but that few 
could get their propoſed Satisfaction, of ſee- 


ing to their Conviction; for, in ſuch a nar- 


row compacted Scene of Action as this Sepul- 
chre 
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chre muſt needs be where Lazarus was laid, 
'tis to be queſtioned, if more than Ten or 
Twelve of all that were preſent, of the ſtran- 
gers efpecially, could get ſo near a View, as 
to be able honeſtly to vouch for it as a real 
Miracle, indiſputably performed; yet if ſuch 
Ten, or ſuch a Number ſhould, as no doubt 
they did, publickly declare and avow to their 
Friends and all the Multitude preſent, tha? 
they ſaco diſtinctly, and were ſure iu was a 
real Miracle, faithfully and honeſtly wrought, 
this was enough to convince the Multitude, 
and ſpread univerſally and very juſtly, the 
Belief of the Miracle of this Reſurrection ; 
befides, the Conviction that would follow to 
all ſuch as knew Lazarus before, and ſhould 
ſee him after his Riſing. 

But upon this Head, it may be proper to 
offer a Counter Argument, but much better 
vouch'd, and of much more Force. All the 
 Fews, from our Saviour's Time to this Day, 
believed and acknowledged Fudas's Treach- 

and likewiſe, that he was one of 7e/zs's 
Twelve /zlefed Apoſtles, and, as may be 
preſumed, none of the leaſt favour'd, both be- 
cauſe he was Peter's Son in Law, and that le 
was truſted with the Office of Purſe- Keeper ; 
or, as the Scripture expreſſes it, Keeper: of the 
Bag. All the Uſe I make of this, is, to think 
it highly reaſonable to believe from hence, 
that Judas was undoubtedly in all the Secrets 
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of our Saviour and his Company; So that if 
there was any ſuch Fraud in this Miracle, Ju- 
das could not but be privy to, and an Accom- 
plice in it. | 
Now,how certain may it be reckon'd, That 
if this Betrayer had had any ſuch Secret in 
his Breaſt as this, he would not fail to lay it 
open, and on goodGrounds too, when he went 
to offer his Service, to have his Maſter appre- 
bended. I ſay, on good Grounds too; for, had 
this been a true Fraud, he had, in fo doing, 
acted both honeſtly and conſcientiouſly, in 
laying open ſuch a vile Impoſture upon Man- 
kind. | 
But as he did not fo, I look upon this as a 
much ſtronger Proof of Jeſus his Veracity in 
the Truth of Lazaruss Reſurrection, than 
any Thing offer'd by our Rabbi to diſprove 
it; or, than any other Objection that can be 
poſſibly deviſed againſt it. And let us add to 
this, Chat Judas was ſo far from having any 
Diſcovery to make againſt his Maſter, that he 
Joon fell ints Remorſe for what he had done, 
went and threw back the Money he had got for 
his Treachery, telling the Rulers, That he had 
betrayed innocent Blood; And not being able 
to bear the Horrors he was under, he ferc'd 
his own Death, by making away with him- 
2 
As our Rabbi has no more to ſay againſt 
this Miracle, he betakes himſelf to what 8 
D calls 
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calls a Traditional Opinion amongſt them, 
That the Magiſtrates of Bethany, for a further 
Satisfaction in that Diſpute which, he ſuppo- 
ſes, aroſe, Whether Lazarus his Reſurrection 
was a Miracle, or not, required, that Jeſus 
ſhould re-aft the Miracle upon ſome other Per- 
ſen lately Buried. | 

Beſides a better Anſwer which I ſhall quick- 
ly have Occaſion to give, I may fay at pre- 
ſent, That Jeſus was not to be directed by a- 
ny, in what he did of this Nature; yet, by 
his declining this, if there was any Truth at 
all in this Tradition, our Author, according 
to his accuſtomed Impudence, alledges, but 
without any Shew of Proof, That the whole 
Multitude of Believers, as well as of the Un- 
believers, before, queſtioned the Reſurrection. 

A pretty feſible like Story, That Perſons 
once convinced of the Truth of a Matter of 
Fact ſo miraculous, and ſeen by themſelves, 
would throw up their Belief and Convicti- 
on, for no other Reaſon, but that they could 
not ſee our Saviour work ſuch another Mira- 
cle, at the Deſire of an incredulous Crew. 

I have only, before I put an End to this, 
ſome few Things to expoſtulate with your- 
elf; as firſt, I cannot but admire, that a 
Perſon of your Underſtanding in Matters of 
Divinity, ſhould be diſſatisfied at the Method 
our Saviour took in chuſing the Objects of 


working his Miracles upon. You alledge, 
That 
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That Jairus his Daughter, and the Widow 
of Naim's Son were inconſiderable Perſons 
and that they could nor, nor did, after 
their being reſtor'd to Life, contribute any 
Way to his Service or Reputation: And, 
in ſhorr, you propoſe, That he ſhould have 
rather raiſed John the Baptiſt, or ſome Per- 

ſon of Diſtin&tion amongſt the eus. 
Here, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to put you in 
mind, That as by the Divine Scheme of Mans 
Redemprion, Teſus the Meſſiah was to ſuffer, 
for expiating their Sins; and by this his Suf- 
fering, to reconcile God to Mankind : Now 
in this Circumſtance, Jeſus was to conduct 
himſelf with great Caution and Circumſpe- 
ction, having Two very different Parts to 
act. Firſt, by his Doctrine and Miracles, to 
gain Mankind to the Belief, that he was in- 
deed their Meſiah whom they expected ; And 
yet in the ſecond Place, he was not ſoboldly 
and evidently, as yet, to manifeſt himſelf, as 
abſolutely and undoubtedly to convince the 
Fees of this his Divine Miſſion: Becauſe, by 
this Method, he might have fruſtrated this 
Divine Decree, by bringing over the whole 
Body of that Nation immediately to the Ac- 
knowledgment of him, and ſo prevented his 
dying for their Redemprion, and the reſt of 
Mankind: But, by this «wary Method in his 
Behaviour, he obtain d both theſe propoted 
Ends of his Coming, which his raiſing s J 
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the Baptiſt, or ſuch other as you name, might 
have doubtleſs Endangered. And likewiſe, 
as I obſerved before, and promiſed a farther , 
Anſwer to, His re-afting that Miracle; for, 
raiſing another dead Perſon, at the Deſire of 
the Magiſtrates of Bethany, had likewiſe, if 
he had done it, been ſuch a Step as he could 
not in Prudence do, for preventing this too 
great Manifeſtation of himſelf before the 
Time; in which ſeveral Caſes he was ſtill to 
keep a due Medium. 

He alſo told his Diſciples, That if they had. 
Faith, they ſhould be able ro remove Moun- 
tains and throw them into the Sea; yet if he 
had ventured to do ſuch a Miracle as this 
himſelf, it had been of this laſt Sort, as was 
not to be done, for fear of to early, and roo 
evidently manifeſting himſelf to be the Me/- 
ſiab before his Suffering, which we ſee, in all 
the Steps of his Adminiſtration, he had (till 
in view. 

I ſhall have but one Touch at that which 
you make the Cloak of all your bold Inve- 
ctives againſt a our Saviour's Miracles in ge- 
neral, that is, © That you'll have nothing bur 
* a miſtical or allegorical Senſe to be under- 
* ſtood from them; And in this you think 
your ſelf ſupported by the Opinions of the 
Fathers, but, I doubt, not fo juſtifiably as 
you flatter your ſelf, 
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The Fathers, I ſhall take it from your 
own Quotations, tho' I muſt tell you, ſome 
of theſe are obſerv'd to be very unfaithfully 
tranſlated by you, advance upon moſt or all 
of them an allegorical Senſe, but do nor, 
with you, Reject, Diſparage or Abuſe the Li- 
teral, calling and arguing them to be Un- 
truths, groſs Abſurdities, Inconſiſtencies and 
Impoſſibilities. Theſe are ſuch bold Ex- 
preſſions, as cannot poſſibly be uſcd by any 
who pretends to be a Chriſtian: The Fa- 
thers indeed declare for a myſtical Meaning, 
but ſtill retain the literal Senſe alſo, though 
they expreſs themſelves, as underſtanding the 
Allegorical to be the moſt preferable and uſe- 
ful of the Two. But how, or upon what 
Grounds, could either the Fathers, or can 
you, put any Senſe at all upon the Relations 
of Facts which you ſo boldly impugne for 
Untruths never done. Are Lies to be a pro- 
per Foundation for any Allegorical Senſes, 
tho' ever ſo pious and ſignificant, to be ſu- 
r upon them: I cannot therefore 
elp telling you, that this allegorical Senſe 
of the Fathers, ſeems to be but a Sort of 
Refuge you fly to, to ſhelter your ſelves 
under, to cloak your malicious Deſigns a- 
gainſt our Saviour's Doctrines and Miracles; 
otherwiſe you could not ſo frequently forget 
your ſelf, and throw out ſuch Blaſphemous 
and Satyrical Invectives, as you every Where 
| = 
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do, againſt Jeſus himſelf, and all the Hiſto- 
rians of his Life, Actions and Behavi- 
our. 

I think I may now draw to a Cloſ:, with 
you, having, I hope, ſo evidently and con- 
vincingly, to any unbyaſs'd Reader's Satisfa- 
ction, Refuted both your Feuiſh Letters. I 
muſt beg Leave now, Good Sir, to call them 
yours: For, by the two Blinds you think 
you have caſt to miſguide your Readers, 
from diſcovering your ſelf in them, I am 
led into a throde Suſpicion, and by them to 
find you out. The firſt is, your Deſcribing 
your Rabbi with his Great Grey Beard, an 
Expreſſion ſo little to the Purpoſe, and 
brought in as we ſay, by Head and Shoulders; 
that f own, I preſently /meld the Rat. The 
next is, Your Rabbi's taking too much Free- 
dom in Taxing you with Impudence in your 
Behaviour with the Biſhops and Clergy, and 
his preſcribing a little magiſterially to you, 
your future Conduct. Which, however 
juſtly due and proper, it is yet ſuch a Treſ- 
paſs in good Manners, as I think few, except 
very familiar Friends, would be guilty of : 
So that I cannot help in my Judgment, char- 
ging Home both theſe Letrers upon your La- 
borious ſelf; and as they are your own, you 
may Treat and Rebuke your ſelf as you 
pleaſe, you have a Friendly Reprimander, and 
the Matter is eaſily compounded. * 
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I ſhall only add before I conclude, That I 
am none of the Order with whom you ſeem 
to be at ſuch Varience, but rather a ſtrenu- 
ous Stickler for Freedom of Thought, and 
Enquiry after Truch, retaining ſtill a Fond- 
neſs for that early imbib'd Univerſity-Poſition, 
Amicus Socrates, Amicus Plato; and to pleaſe 
you, I'll add, in your own Words, Amicus 
Mr. Scheme, Amicus Mr. Grounds, Amicus Mr. 
Rights, ſed Magis amica Veritas. 

I had almoſt once complemented you 
with the Character of a Brother Free-Think- 
er, till I remembred, that the Town is un- 
der ſuch a Difficulty, and ſo divided in Opi- 
nion, how to Claſs you; and, I fear, I ſhould 
have gotten little Thanks from that Fraterni- 
ty, if I had done it; fo I'll rather leave you 
to that other, which Botaniſts give to ſome 
new and rare Plant, when they know not 
how to Tribe it, that is, to call it Planta 
ui generts, for you ſtand above in this Sin- 
gularity of your Opinions, and I cannot 
help ſuſpecting you'll never have a Diſ- 
ciple: Or, ſhall I liken you to the Ow/, 
which other Birds are obſerved to fol- 
low, and to ſtare at, for the Strange- 
neſs of his Phiz; for you tell us too, 
That when you ſtir Abroad, you have 
your Followers alſo, for what Reaſon, I 
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leave you to judge: So, Good Sir, l reſt, 


not without ſome Emotions of Pity, 


Vour Real Well-wiſher, 


And humble Servant, 


A. Free-thinker, 
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